The president’s grand vision 
By Nick Pittas
PERHAPS nowhere in the world today is the old adage about politics making for strange bedfellows better illustrated than the current governing coalition in Cyprus. Here we have AKEL, one of the last vestiges of communism in the world, propping up Tassos Papadopoulos, the old die hard anti-communist and EOKA fighter, as president of the Republic. A stranger pair of lovebirds than Demitris Christofias and Tassos Papadopolous you would be hard pressed to find in a month of Sundays.

Of course, power makes for a great aphrodisiac, as Henry Kissinger was wont to say, and AKEL it seems simply could not be kept from being seduced when the chance to share in the power came along. I am sure that there are many ideologues in the Party, however, who are deeply unhappy with the way that the President is making a mockery of agreed policies, particularly on the national question. When the coalition unravels, as it undoubtedly will some day from the tensions of its internal contradictions, I would not put much money on the current Party Secretary-general’s political longevity.

So in the race for political advantage in the run up to next year’s parliamentary elections my bet is on the artful dodger in the Presidential Palace.

What has become clear beyond a shadow of a doubt is that Tassos Papadopoulos has never veered far on the national question from the policy shaped by the late President Makarios and Polycarpos Yiorkadjis, to whom he is the rightful heir. Domestically the policy still resonates with a majority of Greek Cypriots who can’t seem to come to terms with the fact that we are not the center of the political universe, and that 99.9 per cent of the world knows nothing about and cares less about our problem as long as it does not threaten international peace and security. A little history is not out of place.

Soon after the implementation of the Akritas Plan with the demand for the 13 amendments to the 1960 Constitution, the outbreak of inter-communal fighting and the intervention of the international community through the UN Security Council in 1964 to avoid a Greek-Turkish war, the then governing cabal on the Greek Cypriot side realised that Enosis (political union with Greece) was out of the question, except in a form that was unacceptable to the vast majority of Greek Cypriots. That’s to say, Double Enosis, whereby Turkey would re-acquire part of the island.

Making a virtue of necessity, they learned to love the Republic whose Constitution they had so rashly undermined.

Between 1963 and 1974 the Makarios camp played for time, pressing the Turks here and there, but not far enough to justify a Turkish invasion. Their hope was that over time the will of the Turkish Cypriot community to withstand the hardships of living in enclaves would see them accepting a deal that they would have described as that of a pampered minority in an independent Greek Cypriot dominated republic. In essence, the Zurich and London Agreements without the Turkish Cypriot veto and with most of the other 13 amendments sought by the Makarios camp.
Their plans came unstuck with the subversion of Makarios by the combined forces of the Greek junta and EOKA B that resulted in the coup of July 1974 and the subsequent invasion and occupation of Cyprus by Turkey.

Makarios was a gambler, but he could also read the writing on the wall. Before he died he saw that Glafcos Clerides was right, and that the only way to see any form of re-united Cyprus following the 1974 catastrophe was by accepting the combined principles of federalism, bi-zonality and bi-communality. 

The 1960 Constitution was already bi-communal and had federal characteristics. To this would be added the distinct geographic entities that had emerged with the population movements in 1974 and 1975. There would be territorial adjustments, property restitution or compensation, security arrangements and a new distribution of powers in what everyone realistically sensed would be a loose federation. These principles were agreed upon before Makarios died in agreements with Denktash (1977), and later confirmed by his successor Spyros Kyprianou (1979).

What few understood for more than a generation, because of the intransigence of Denktash and the Turkish side in general, is that for the heirs, Kyprianou and Papadopoulos, the agreements to aim for a bi-zonal and federal solution were merely tactical manoeuvres. They calculated that their bluff would not be called by Denktash, and they were right. 

Clerides and Vassiliou negotiated in good faith during their presidencies, and accepted the necessity of hard compromises that are the logical consequences of the high level agreements of 1977 and 1979. When Turkish policy finally moved a fraction with the coming to power of Erdogan in 2002, moved by the catalytic role then played by the EU and the other ambient circumstances, as our president today might describe them, we came within a hair’s breadth of an agreement.

Had Clerides managed to stay in power a few more months, our side would almost certainly have reached an agreement based on the Annan process, and a re-united federal Cyprus would have joined the EU in 2004.

By their fruits you shall know them. Through deception and bad faith, Papadopoulos has reaped the advantage of EU membership that was the prize of the far-sighted policies shaped by the Papandreou/Simitis/Kranidiotis foreign policy team in Athens, and elegantly supported by Clerides and Vassiliou in Nicosia, without making the expected compromises to secure the entry of a re-united Cyprus into the EU. Denktash stuck around long enough to provide him with diplomatic cover.

Now we have Tzionis, the president’s chief and most trusted negotiator and diplomatic adviser, expressing the views from the horse’s mouth. Tassos Papadopoulos who not long ago waxed eloquently about the virtues of the Zurich and London Agreements that he had earnestly advised his mentor Makarios not to sign back in 1959, really wants nothing to do with a federal Cyprus that would require meaningful power sharing with the Turkish Cypriot community and acceptance of a Turkish majority in a component state in the north.

Machiavellian leaders like Papadopoulos are not naive or gullible. On the contrary, masking his cunning and chicanery is a full-time job. He knows at the negotiating table he has to fish or cut bait. The logic of his strategy, as enunciated by Tzionis, is to spin out the Cyprus problem until Turkey’s path to Europe is cleared, subject only to the solution of our national question. The last thing the president wants is to get boxed in by a negotiating process that forces him to show his hand before he is ready. Or, as he might prefer to say, the ambient circumstances are more advantageous.

He is not interested in a Ghali set of ideas or any version of the Annan plan or any other UN plan that legalises, in his view, the catastrophic results of 1974. Never has, never will be.

A strategist like Papadopoulos plays with the endgame in view.

He has looked at the game in play and decided that when an EU softened up Turkey is ready to really talk turkey with us in about 12 years, the Turkish armed forces will permit their government to make a deal that gives them a substantial but much smaller part of the north to quench their national pride, and satisfy their security desire for a continued military presence on the island. As General Evren has disclosed, the Turkish armed forces took more of the island in 1974 than they needed or wanted, precisely to use as a pawn when the time is right. 

In exchange, our side would get the remainder of the island as an independent Greek Cypriot unitary state. No rotating presidencies, no component states, no power sharing. No need to financially bolster a poorer Turkish Cypriot economy. By then no one will remember Kofi Annan, let alone any plans bearing his name. The Bishop of Kyrenia may rant and rail, but he can be handled.

Perhaps as he contemplates his place in history, our president sees the curtain finally coming down on a long and storied political career that by then will surpass in length that of Queen Victoria and even challenge that of Fidel Castro. Our president, approaching in his mind’s eye the end of his third presidential term in office, sees as his final act the solution of the Cyprus problem on terms finally to his liking. His son will have been beautifully primed to succeed him. 

He will then be the same age as Clerides was when he stepped down, and more than 10 years younger than his own beloved mother who recently passed on. If only the vocal chords can hang in there.

Eat your heart out Demitris Christofias. Ezekias Papaioannou must be turning in his grave. The view from Strakka may not quite add up to double Enosis, but it’s close enough. 
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